
 

 

 Carpenter Bees: Grades 5 & 6    
Carpenter bees are solitary bees. They build nests just for themselves and only feed their own 

young. They get their name from their ability to drill through wood. Carpenter bee stingers are not 

barbed, so they are able to sting over and over again 
 Spelling Bee Word List   

 Tuna: (noun) type of fish. “I ate a tuna sandwich for lunch” 

 

 Doom: (noun) disaster. “I saw doom when the teacher said we had a quiz!” 

 

 Hoofs: (noun) the foot of some animals like horse, pig, donkey…etc "There was a clatter of 

hoofs as a rider came up to them." 

 

 Prove: (verb) verify, show, establish, confirm. “I can prove that ISI is the best school.” 

 

 Hue: (noun) color, tint. “The hue of the window is yellowish due to the sun’s rays.”  

 

 Duty: (noun) responsibility. “It is my duty to study well.” 

 

 Bamboo: (noun) a tall treelike tropical grass with a hard hollow jointed stem that is used in 

making furniture and in building. “We built a fort out of bamboo.”  

 

 Hooks: (noun) pieces of metal or other hard material curved or bent back at an angle, for 

catching hold of or hanging things on. “We hang our clothes on hooks.”  

 

 Mute: (adjective) refraining from speech or temporarily speechless. "Harry sat mute, he said 

nothing.” 

 

 View: (verb) see, perceive. “I can view the Eiffel Tower from here.” 

 

 Lose: (verb) fail, misplace. “I lose my keys all the time.” 

 

 Soothe: (verb) ease, relax “I soothe my baby sister when she cries by giving her a bottle.” 

 

 Booth: (noun) an enclosed compartment that allows privacy, for example when telephoning,  

voting, or sitting in a restaurant. “I love sitting at a booth when I eat at a restaurant.” 

 

 Amuse: (verb) to make laugh or smile; to charm. “I amuse my friends when I make jokes.” 

 

 Bruise: (noun) an injury or mark. “I have a bruise on my knee that is purple and blue.” 

 



 Few: (adjective) a small number of. “I have a few apples, but only two pears. 

 

 Crooks: (noun) criminals, lawbreakers. “The crooks stole all my money.” 

 

 Handbook: (noun) Manual, guide. “The handbook describes how we can build a robot.” 

 

 Plume: (noun) a long, soft feather or arrangement of feathers used by a bird for display or 

worn by a person for ornament. “The man wore a hat with a peacock plume.” 

 

 Union: (noun) Coming together. “The students formed a union to help orphans.” 

 

 Paste: (verb) put on, glue. “I used paste to stick the shapes onto the paper.” 

 

 Greed: (noun) intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth, power, or food. 

“His greed made him look ugly.” 

 

 Spice: (noun) seasoning. “The spice made the food taste delicious.” 

 

 Tow: (verb) pull, drag. “We had to tow the car with a tow truck.”  

 

 Bride: (noun) a woman on her wedding day or just before and after the event. “The bride 

and groom traveled to Hawaii.” 

 

 Shaves: (verb) to cut off hair or fur. “My dad shaves his beard every two weeks.” 

 

 Plead: (verb) beg. “The dogs plead to their owner when they want to go to the park.” 

 

 Greet: (verb) welcome, speak to. “I greet my friends at school, every day.” 

 

 Heap: (noun) pile. “I have a heap of toys to put away.” 

 

 Paid: (verb) given, compensated. “I was paid my paycheck this week.” 

 

 Coach: (noun) trainer. “The coach bought us pizza after football practice.” 

 

 Theme: (noun) idea, subject matter. “The theme of the lesson was to work together.” 

 

 Type: (noun) kind, style. “The type of genre I like most is realistic fiction.” 

 

 Oak: (noun) type of tree. “The oak tree has acorns.” 

 

 Growth: (noun) the process of increasing in size. “The rapid growth of plants is amazing to 

me.” 

 

 Yolk: (noun) the yellow inner part of the egg. “The egg yolk is full of fat.” 

 



 Folks: (noun) people. “Old folks are known to be wise.” 

 

 Aim: (noun) goal, mark. “We aim the arrow on the target.” 

 

 Prey: (verb) hunt and kill for food, “Birds prey on insects and worms.” 

 

 Grind: (verb) reduce (something) to small particles or powder by crushing it. "I like to grind 

black pepper over my salad." 

 

 Assuring: (verb) promising, guaranteeing. “He was assuring his mom he was not hurt is the 

car accident.” 

 

 Emerging: (verb) coming out. “The butterfly was emerging from the cocoon.” 

 

 Gratitude: (noun) thankfulness, appreciation. “They showed their gratitude by giving her 

flowers.” 

 

 Detected: (verb) noticed, discovered. “They detected an odd smell near the kitchen.” 

 

 Guidance: (noun) leadership, supervision. “His guidance will never be forgotten.” 

 

 Outcome: (noun) consequence, effect, result. “The outcome of the game was 5 to 1.” 

 

 Previous: (adjective) prior, earlier. “The students were failing in the previous year.” 

 

 Pursuit: (noun) chase, search, interest. “They follow their dreams in the pursuit of 

happiness.” 

 

 Misunderstanding: (noun) mix-up, confusion, argument. “The students had a 

misunderstanding about the details of the homework requirements.” 

 

 Contradicted: (verb) denied, opposed, disagreed with. “His actions contradicted the school 

regulations.” 

 

 Complimenting: (verb) express approval, praising, admiring. “A person should always be 

thankful when hearing complimenting remarks.” 

 

 Congratulate: (verb) pass on good wishes to. “The teachers congratulate all students for 

passing.” 

 

 Critical: (adjective) important, essential. “Paying attention in class is critical for getting 

good grades.” 

 

 Blurted: (verb) said suddenly. “With excitement, he blurted out the answer.” 

 



 Appreciation: (noun) gratitude, thankfulness. “The students’ appreciation motivated their 

teachers to work harder.” 

 

 Cultural: (adjective) traditional, ethnic. “To understand people, you can take into 

consideration their cultural differences.” 

 

 Deeds: (noun) actions. “No good deeds go unrewarded.” 

 

 Exaggeration (noun) overstatement, hyperbole. “Tall tales have lots of exaggeration.” 

 Commenced: (verb) began, started. “They commenced the race when the gun was fired.” 

 

 Impress: (verb) make an impact on, amaze, influence. “We impress our parents when we 

work hard to do better.” 

 

 Sauntered: (verb) strolled. “The cat sauntered through the park.” 

 

 Wring (verb): twist, squeeze. “The team members wash and wring the towels after each 

game.” 

 

 Heroic: (adjective) brave. The heroic fire fighter saved the child from the burning building.” 

 

 Perplexed: (adjective) puzzled, confused. “The logical thinking problem perplexed the 

class.” 

 

 Astounded: (adjective) surprised, amazed. “They were astounded by his skill.” 

 

 Precisely: (adjective) exact, accurate. “The doctor measures children precisely.” 

 

 Inquisitive: (adjective) curious. “An inquisitive person asks many questions.” 

 

 Suspicious: (adjective) distrustful, doubtful. “A suspicious man was carrying a gun in front 

of the school.” 

 

 Concealed: (adjective) hidden, covered. “The boy concealed his toys so that no one would 

play with them.” 

 

 Interpret: (verb) understand, translate. “I asked the translator to interpret the letter.” 

 

 Reconsider: (verb) reassess, review, reevaluate. “After we heard the weather report we had 

to reconsider going on the trip.” 

 

 Slogan: (noun) saying, jingle, motto. “The slogan had a catchy beat.” 

 

 Frightens: (verb) scare, upset, worry.  “It frightens me to be home alone.” 

 

 Sandal: (noun) type of summer footwear. “I lost one sandal at the beach.” 



 

 Marvel: (noun) wonder, miracle. “What a marvel it is to see Jeitta Grotto.” 

 

 Fable: (noun) tale, story. “I love the fable about the turtle and the rabbit.” 

 

 Woolen: (adjective) knitted, wool. “My mom made be a woolen scarf.” 

 

 Lengthen: (verb) grow, increase. “The art teacher told me to lengthen the yarn.” 

 

 Signal: (noun) sign, indicator. “The signal was pointing us in the right direction.” 

 

 Barrel: (noun) tub, container. “We rolled down the hill in an empty barrel.” 

 

 

 Chuckle: (noun) laughter, giggle. “They chuckle when their friend tells a joke.” 

 

 Listen: (verb) pay attention. “They listen to their parents words.” 

 

 Captain: (noun) chief, boss. “The captain sails the boat.” 

 

 Global: (adjective) worldwide, international. “This is a global school.” 

 

 Practical: (adjective) applied, sensible. “Learning to spell correctly is a practical skill.” 

 

 Angles: (noun) position, direction. “In math you must know the types of angles.” 

 

 Heron: (noun) a type of bird. “Heron have long legs and eat fish.” 

 

 Mountain: (noun) a large natural elevation of the earth's surface rising abruptly from the 

surrounding level; a large steep hill. "We climbed up the mountain." 

 

 Bushel: (noun) stack, a measure of capacity. “I just found a bushel of dry corn.” 

 

 Pretzel: (noun) a crisp biscuit baked in the form of a knot or stick and flavored with salt. “I 

ate a pretzel for breakfast.” 

 

 Nozzle: (noun) spout, tap. “The nozzle wasn’t working, so we called the plumber.” 

 

 Loan: (verb) lend (a sum of money or item of property). “Can you loan me a dollar?” 

 

 Prosper: (verb) flourish, thrive, grow. “Our plants prosper with our love and care.” 

 

 Scarce: (adjective) rare, uncommon. “In times of war, food supplies are often scarce.” 

 

 Savings: (noun) investments, money reserved. “I put the money in my savings account.” 

 



 Afford: (verb) to have enough money. “I can’t afford to buy the latest X-box games.” 

 

 Wages: (noun) salary, take-home pay. “I spent all my wages this year on buying a house.” 

  
 Profit: (noun) earnings. “We made a $50 dollar profit in the bake sale.” 

 

 Risk: (noun) danger, threat. “Police officers risk their lives every day.” 

 

 Indispensable: (adjective) crucial, essential, necessary. “Education is indispensable.” 

 

 Innovations: (noun) invention, improvement, a new method, idea or product. “Some 

technological innovations are designed to save energy.” 

 

 Astronaut: (noun) space traveler. “I want to be an astronaut when I grow up.” 

 

 Consolation: (noun) comfort, relief. “I needed consolation when I failed my test.” 

 Phobic: (adjective) type of anxiety disorder. “He is phobic towards spiders.” 

 

 Glimmer: (noun) Shine, twinkle. “He has a glimmer of hope in his eyes.” 

 

 Sarcastic: (adjective) mocking. “I didn’t appreciate his sarcastic remarks.” 

 

 Threshold: (noun) limit, maximum. “I have reached the threshold of my patience.” 

 

 Perception: (noun) insight, view. “My perception of her changed after I got to know her.” 

 

 Heinous: (adjective) terrible. “Their behavior was heinous.” 

 

 Superhuman: (adjective) exceptional, extra special. “Her kindness was superhuman.” 

 

 Outstanding: (adjective) exceptional, wonderful. “He is an outstanding student who we all 

look up to.” 

 

 Outpost: (noun) post, station. “We waited an hour at the outpost.” 

 

 Proclaim: (verb) announce, declare. “I proclaim that I am telling the truth.” 

 

 Enrich: (verb) improve, enhance. “We work hard to enrich our curriculum.” 

 

 Independent: (adjective) free, liberated. “After college, the independent student got a job.” 

 

 Uncommon: (adjective) rare, scarce. “Seeing an elephant near us is uncommon.” 

 

 Enlist: (verb) recruit, join. “After high school, my friend will enlist in the army.” 

 

 Unsightly: (adjective) unpleasant. “His appearance was anything but unsightly.” 



 

 Enlarge: (verb) increase, add to. “We had to enlarge the picture for the project.” 

 

 Incomplete: (adjective) imperfect, unfinished. “I got a zero for incomplete work.” 

 

 Untangle: (verb) unravel, untie, and straighten out. “I untangle my hair with conditioner.” 

 

 Superstar: (noun) star, famous person. “Michael Jordan is a superstar.” 

 

 Unknown: (adjective) unidentified, unfamiliar. “The jacket’s owner was unknown.” 

 

 Outfield: (noun) part of a field. “The movie Angels in the Outfield was great.” 

 

 Supermarket: (noun) shop, large store. “The kindergartners had a fieldtrip to the 

supermarket.” 

 

 Incredible: (adjective) unbelievable, improbable. “He was an incredible scientist.” 

 

 

 Outlaw: (noun) criminal, prohibit. “He is wanted for being an outlaw.” 

 

 Prolong: (verb) extend, make longer. “Doctors help prolong our lives.” 

 

 Outcry: (noun) cry and disapproval. “The crowd’s outcry showed us their disapproval.” 

 

 Accuse: (verb) lay blame on. “It’s not right to accuse someone of something you didn’t see.” 

 

 Busy: (adjective) full of activity. “The students are always busy.” 

 

 Effect: (noun) end product, outcome. “Do you consider the effect of your action?” 

 

 Excuse: (noun) reason, explain. “Don’t make an excuse, just do the work.” 

 

 Probably: (adjective) perhaps, possible, maybe. “I will probably go to the movies.” 

 

 Affect: (verb) make a difference to. “His smoking has begun to affect his health.” 

 

 Caught: (verb) hold on to. “He caught the ball at the end of the game.” 

 

 Embarrass: (verb) humiliate, make uncomfortable. “He wouldn’t embarrass anyone.” 

 

 Library: (noun) reading room. “Students love to visit the school’s library.” 

 

 Their: (determiner) belonging to or associated with the people or things previously 

mentioned or easily identified. “This is their mother’s car.” 

 



 Beautiful: (adjective) attractive, lovely. “She has a beautiful heart.” 

 

 Different: (adjective) unlike, not the same. “The twins look alike but they are different.” 

 

 Especially: (adverb) in particular. “I love my pets, especially my cat.” 

 

 Minute: (noun) a period of time equal to sixty seconds or a sixtieth of an hour. "He stood in 

line for one minute" 

 

 There: (adverb) in, at, or to that place or position. "We went to Paris and stayed there eleven 

days." 

 Bought: (verb) past and past participle of buy. “I bought a pair of shoes, yesterday.” 

 

 Done: (adjective) complete, ready. "The turkey will be done soon.” 

 

 Except: (conjunction) used before a statement that forms an exception to one just made. "I 

didn't tell him anything, except that I needed the money.” 

 

 Nickels: (noun) five cents. If I have 10 nickels it would equal one dollar. 

 

 They’re: (contraction) pronoun; they are. They’re going to come over my house today. 

 

 Resemblance: (noun) a way in which two or more things are alike. "There is a physical 

resemblance between humans and apes." 

 

 Unseemly: (adjective) not proper or appropriate. A child had an unseemly disagreement 

with his friend during class. 

 

 Enthralled: (verb) capture the fascinated attention of. "She had been so enthralled by the 

adventure that she had hardly noticed the cold." 

 

 Regulations: (noun) a rule or directive made and maintained by an authority. "They obey all 

the school regulations." 

 

 Capacity: (noun) the maximum amount that something can contain. "The capacity of the 

freezer is one cubic meter.” 

 

 Fallow: (adjective) land that has undergone plowing and harrowing and has been left 

unseeded for one or more growing seasons. “Farmers let the land lie fallow in order to reduce 

grain surpluses.” 

 

 Negotiate: (verb) try to reach an agreement or compromise by discussion with others. "The 

students had enthusiasm to negotiate.” 

 

 Insight: (noun) the capacity to gain an accurate and deep intuitive understanding of a person 

or thing. “The report is alive with sympathetic insight into Shakespeare." 



 

 Alcove: (noun) a space or small room adjacent to or opening out of a room. We have a 

dining alcove in our home. 

 

 Fluent: (adjective) able to express oneself easily and articulately. "A language teacher would 

be a fluent speaker and writer of the subject taught." 

 

 Commerce: (noun) the activity of buying and selling, especially on a large scale. "The 

increase of commerce can be very profiting." 

 

 Stifling: (adjective) (of heat, air, or a room) very hot and causing difficulties in breathing; 

suffocating. "The stifling heat in class was unpleasant.” 

 Domestic: (adjective) of or relating to the home, the household, household affairs, or the 

family: “Some people enjoy domestic chores.” 

 

 Upheaval: strong or violent change or disturbance, as in a society: The upheaval of war has 

negative effects. 

 

 Exotic: (adjective) strikingly unusual or strange in effect or appearance. Her eyes were 

purple and she had an exotic hairstyle. 

 

 Utmost: (adjective) most extreme; greatest. "Spelling words correctly is a matter of the 

utmost importance" 

 

 Nomadic: (adjective) anything that involves moving around a lot. Nomadic hunter-gatherer 

tribes follow the animals they hunt, carrying tents with them. 

 

 Chattering: (verb) talking rapidly or continuously about trivial matters. "The chattering was 

so loud we couldn’t understand a word they said.” 

 

 Ember: (noun) a small piece of burning or glowing coal or wood in a dying fire. "The dying 

embers in the fireplace glow.” 

 

 Adjustment: (noun) a small alteration or movement made to achieve a desired fit, 

appearance, or result. "I've made a few adjustments to my diet" 

 

 Reunited: (verb) come together or cause to come together again after a period of separation 

or disunity. "The three friends reunited in 1959.” 

 

 Sturdy: (adjective) strongly and solidly built. "He had a sturdy, muscular physique.” 

 

 Collective: (adjective) done by people acting as a group. "It was a collective protest." 

 

 Trailblazer: (noun) a leader; an innovator. "Dr. Mohammad is a trailblazer for many ideas 

that helped create the latest technological advances." 

 



 Perseverance: (noun) steady persistence in a course of action especially in spite of 

difficulties, obstacles, or discouragement. Marian Anderson had perseverance to continue 

her singing career.  

 

 Prevail: (verb) prove more powerful than opposing forces; be victorious. “It is hard for logic 

to prevail over emotion.” 

 

 Adept: (noun) a person who is skilled or proficient at something. "They are adepts at kung 

fu and karate." 

 

 Aristocracy: (noun) the highest class in certain societies, especially those holding hereditary 

titles or offices. "The ancient Polish aristocracy had hereditary right to elect the king.” 

 

 Prominent: (adjective) important; famous. "She was a prominent member of the city 

council.” 

 

 Spectators: (noun) people who watch a show, game, or other event. “The spectators cheered 

on the winning team.” 

 

 Selfie: (noun) a photograph that one has taken of oneself, typically one taken with a 

smartphone or webcam and shared via social media. “Occasional selfies are acceptable, but 

posting a new picture of yourself everyday isn't necessary.” 

 

 Necessary: (adjective) required to be done, achieved, or present; needed; essential. 

"Members are admitted only after they have gained the necessary experience." 

 

 Enormous: (adjective) very large in size, quantity, or extent. "She has enormous blue eyes." 

 

 Intellectual: (adjective) of or relating to the mental capacity, especially to a high degree. 

“Children need intellectual stimulation.” 

 

 Refugee: (noun) a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, 

persecution, or natural disaster. “Tens of thousands of refugees fled their homes.” 

 

 Enthusiasm: (noun) intense and eager enjoyment, interest, or approval. "Her energy and 

enthusiasm for life is contagious." 

 

 Vigorously: (adverb) in a way that involves physical strength, effort, or energy; strenuously. 

"She shook her head vigorously.” 

 

 Truce: (noun) an agreement between enemies or opponents to stop fighting or arguing for a 

certain time. "The guerrillas called a three-day truce." 

 

 Curfew: (noun) an order or law that requires people to be indoors after a certain time. "To be 

out after curfew without permission was to risk punishment." 
 


