
 

 

 Bumblebees: Grades 3 & 4    
Bumblebees are considered to be beneficial insects because they pollinate crops and plants. They are very 

social bees and live in large "families". Unlike honeybees, bumblebees can sting more than once because their 

stingers are smooth and do not get caught in the skin when they fly away. 
 Spelling Bee Word List   

 Imagine: (verb) To imagine something is to picture it in your mind. “Can you imagine living 

on the moon?” 

 Bounce: (verb) To bounce is to spring back after hitting something. “The ball bounced down 

the stairs.” 

 Inventor: (noun) An inventor is a person who creates something for the first time. “He wants 

to be the inventor of a car that drives itself.” 

 Observer: (noun) An observer is someone who watches something. “Even a careful 

observer might have thought the ball was out.” 

 First: (adverb) to begin with; firstly. “We should read the directions first.” 

 Next: (adverb) coming immediately after; following. “I'll see you next week.” 

 Then: (adverb) soon after; next. “The game ended, and then we went home.” 

 Finally: (adverb) after everything else; at the final moment. “Finally, the dough is mixed 

well.” 

 Cold: (adjective) without heat or warmth. “The room is so cold.” 

 Feet: (noun) the end part of the leg of humans and other animals, on which the body stands 

and walks. “Tom’s feet were cold” 

 Walk: (verb) to move at a steady pace by steps. “The baby can walk now.” 

 Know: (verb) to have the skill to be able to. “Do you know how to ski?” 
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 Lamb: (noun) a young sheep. “The tiny lamb stayed near its mother.” 

 Science: (noun) a system of studying, testing, and experimenting on things in nature. Science 

is a search for general laws about how the world works. “Tom asked Mary to help him with 

his science project.” 

 Flat: (adjective) having a surface that is straight and even; level. “It is important that a 

football field be flat.” 

 Cash: (noun) money in the form of bills or coins, or payment in such form. “They always 

pay the baby-sitter in cash.” 

 Band: (noun) a thin strip of material that holds several objects together. “She put a rubber 

band around the pencils.” 

 Bell: (noun) a hollow metal cup that makes a ringing sound when struck. 

 Left: (verb) to go away from or depart. “She left the city last week.” 

 Shelf: (noun) a thin, flat piece of wood, metal, or other material that is attached to a wall or 

set into a piece of furniture. Shelves are used to hold books, dishes, and other things. “He put 

the cups on the shelf.” 

 Wealth: (noun) a large amount of money or property or the state of having such. “As a 

woman of wealth, she was able to buy a private jet.” 

 Grim: (adjective) stern or harsh. “The sheriff's face looked grim as he rode out to find the 

cattle thieves.” 

 Mill: (noun) a machine that grinds or crushes whole or solid substances. Please grind these 

coffee beans in the coffee mill. 

 Hint: (noun) a sign or suggestion that is not made in a direct way. “Give me a hint of where 

to look.” 



 Plot: (noun) the story line or order of events in a book, play, or movie. “The plot of the film 

was long and complicated.” 

 Dock: (noun) a raised platform that is built out into the water, or the water between two such 

platforms. “The boats are tied up at the dock.” 

 Blot: (noun) a spot or stain. “There is a blot of ink on the paper where the pen leaked.” 

 Odd: (adjective) different from what is expected or usual; strange. “Joe looked odd in his 

striped pants, green shoes, and flowered hat.” 

 Sum: (noun) the number or amount that comes from adding two or more numbers. “The sum 

of ten and ten is twenty.” 

 Plum: (noun) a type of fruit that has smooth red, purple, green, or yellow skin. It has sweet, 

juicy flesh and a small, smooth pit. “Plum blossoms come out in March.” 

 Bluff: (verb) to try to fool a person by pretending something is true when it is not. “It was a 

bluff when he said he would call our parents.” 

 Crunch: (verb) to chew with a crackling noise; crush by biting. “The dogs crunch the 

bones.” 

 Build: (verb) to make by joining together different parts and materials; construct. “We're 

going to build a tree house.” 

 Gym: (noun) a short form of gymnasium. “My brother plays basketball in the gym after 

school.” 

 Snack: (noun) a small meal eaten between meals. “The kindergarten children have their 

snack around ten o'clock every day.” 

 Step: (noun) the movement made by lifting one foot and putting it down in another place; 

motion used in walking. “He took a step toward the door.” 



 Pond: (noun) a small body of still water. “Don’t swim in that pond.” 

 Heavy: (adjective) having much weight or hard to lift. “We tried to lift the heavy box.” 

 Shovel: (noun) a large scoop with a long handle used for digging or lifting heavy material 

such as earth, snow, or coal. “He went to the hardware store to get a shovel.” 

 Gracious: (adjective) likely to do what is polite, kind, or right. “Our gracious host gave us a 

tour of downtown.” 

 Flattened: (verb) to make flat. “The car ran over the toy and flattened it.” 

 Muttered: (verb) to speak in a low tone that is hard to understand; mumble. “Casey 

muttered to herself when she failed to catch the ball.” 

 Brainstorm: (noun) a bright idea or sudden inspiration. “Your brainstorm will help us solve 

the mystery.” 

 Stale: (adjective) having lost its taste or moisture; not fresh. “We left the bread out while we 

were away, and now it's stale.” 

 Frantically: (adjective) very excited by worry or fear; frenzied. “The child became frantic 

when he couldn't find his parents in the mall.” 

 Official: (adjective) approved by an authority; formal and public. “There was an official 

celebration of the town's two hundredth birthday.” 

 Original: (adjective) first; earliest. “The original owner of our car had it for ten years.” 

 Evening: (noun) the period between late afternoon and nightfall. “I like to go out dancing in 

the evening.” 

 Squeaky: (adjective) tending to squeak; marked by squeaking sounds or tones. “His squeaky 

shoes could be heard across the lobby.” 



 Reef: (noun) a ridge of rock, sand, or coral at or near the surface of ocean waters. “A coral 

reef can attract marine life.” 

 Concrete: (adjective) able to be seen and touched; real. “Trees are concrete objects.” 

 Honey: (noun) a thick, sweet liquid made from flower nectar by bees. It is yellow or brown. 

“Bees provide us with honey.” 

 Zebra: (noun) a large mammal with a striped coat, long legs, and hooves. “The zebra 

species are in danger of becoming extinct.” 

 Healer: (noun) a person or thing that heals. “Tom is a faith healer.” 

 Deed: (noun) an act or action. “I try to do at least one good deed daily.” 

 Scheme: (noun) a plan or program for doing something. We thought of a scheme to trap the 

enemy. 

 Donkey: (noun) a mammal with hooves that is closely related to the horse. Donkeys are 

smaller than horses and have longer ears. “The donkeys were carrying heavy packs.” 

 Breathe: (verb) to draw air into the lungs and let it out. “People breathe faster when they 

run.” 

 Sleek: (adjective) smooth or shiny. “Muskrats have sleek fur.” 

 Speech: (noun) the power to speak, or the act of speaking. “Speech separates humans from 

animals.” 

 Belief: (noun) a strong opinion. “My teacher has a strong belief that all children can learn.” 

 Family: (noun) a group made up of a parent or parents and their children. “I am the youngest 

girl in our family.” 

 League: (noun) a group of sports teams that compete with one another. “Our baseball team 

joined a league.” 



 Indeed: (adverb) without any question or doubt; truly. “I do indeed like the new plaid pants 

you bought for me.” 

 Wheeze: (noun) difficult, whistling breathing or a wheezing sound. “His allergies give him a 

terrible wheeze.” 

 Chief: (noun) the most powerful or important person in a group; leader. “The chief of the 

tribe was strong and wise.” 

 Weary: (adjective) tired in body or mind; fatigued. “He was weary after riding his bicycle 

all day.” 

 Noises: (noun) sound, especially of a loud, harsh, or confused kind. “Strange noises came 

from the locked basement.” 

 Destroy: (verb) to ruin completely. “Fires can destroy forests.” 

 Pound: (verb) to strike over and over with heavy blows. “The carpenters pound the nails 

with a hammer.” 

 Wound: (noun) a cut or other injury to a part of the body. “She applied a bandage to the 

wound.” 

 Frown: (verb) to wrinkle the forehead to show anger, unhappiness, or confusion. “Turn your 

frown upside down.” 

 Voices: (noun) the sounds produced through the mouth by a human being. “They have 

beautiful voices.” 

 Voyage: (noun) a long journey by air, land, sea, or outer space. “The voyage to the moon 

and back took over a week.” 

 Hound: (noun) any of several breeds of dogs. Hounds have short hair, a deep voice, and 

long, drooping ears. They are used for hunting. “Basset hounds are gentle dogs.” 



 Grouch: (noun) a person who is often in a bad mood or who often complains. “She is such a 

grouch, so nobody was surprised to hear that she did not enjoy her vacation.” 

 Howling: (verb) to utter or make a long, loud, sad sound like that of a wolf or dog. “The wolf 

is howling at the moon.” 

 Rejoice: (verb) to be full of joy or show great pleasure. “They rejoice when they are 

together.” 

 Mound: (noun) a raised pile; heap. “The children shoveled sand into a big mound.” 

 Pouch: (noun) a sturdy bag or sack of any size that is used to carry things. “Nellie keeps her 

marbles in a leather pouch.” 

 Cowboy: (noun) a man who herds and takes care of cattle. Cowboys work on ranches and 

often ride horses. “He was wearing a cowboy hat.” 

 Flower: (noun) the part of a plant that has petals and that makes fruit or seeds; blossom. 

Flowers often have a pleasant smell. “He gave her a flower.” 

 Annoy: (verb) to bother or disturb with irritating behavior. “Their loud music annoy the 

neighbors.” 

 South: (noun) the direction to the right of a person facing the rising sun. “He is walking 

south.” 

 Thousand: (noun) the word for the number 1000. “She has two thousand books.” 

 Gown: (noun) a dress worn on special occasions. “The bride wore a silk and lace wedding 

gown.” 

 Tower: (noun) a tall, narrow building or part of a building that rises high above the ground. 

“We climbed up a lookout tower.” 



 Major: (adjective) great in importance, position, or reputation. “He wants to play in the 

major leagues.” 

 Rail: (noun) one of the pair of metal bars along which a railway car travels. They travel by 

rail. 

 Clay: (noun) moist, stiff earth that is used for making brick, pottery, and tile. “Kids like to 

make shapes made of clay.” 

 Pale: (adjective) light in color. The sky is pale this morning. 

 Steak: (noun) high-quality beef taken from the hindquarters of the animal, typically cut into 

thick slices that are cooked by grilling or frying. "He liked his steak rare." 

 Eight: (noun) equivalent to the product of two and four; one more than seven, or two less 

than ten; 8. "They have eight members in the group." 

 They: (pronoun) used to refer to two or more people or things previously mentioned or 

easily identified. "They are my friends". 

 Obey: (verb) do as you’re told. “Good children obey their parents.” 

 Stray: (adjective) lost. “We found a stray cat.” 

 Today: (adverb) now, this day. “Today is my birthday.” 

 Bail: (noun) release or secure the release of (a prisoner) on payment. “They got out of jail on 

bail.” 

 

 Drain: (verb) pump out. “They had to drain the water from the tub.” 

 

 Faint: (verb; adjective) pass out, loss of consciousness; dizzy. “She felt faint when she was 

fasting.” 

 

 Claim: (verb) formally request or demand. “They claim the money is theirs.” 

 

 Face: (noun) the front part of a person's head. “I see my face in the mirror.” 

 

 Slate: (noun) a flat plate. “They used the slate to draw on.” 

 



 Ache: (verb) be painful. “Their hearts ache when they think of orphans.” 

 

 Annoyed: (adjective, verb) displeased, irritated. “The bee annoyed us.” 

 

 Attitude: (noun) approach, mindset. “To succeed you must have a good attitude.” 

 

 Commotion: (adjective) disorder, disturbance. “The athlete’s visit caused a lot of 

commotion.” 

 

 Cranky: (adjective) grouchy. “The hungry baby was cranky.” 

 

 Familiar: (adjective) recognizable. “The child looked familiar to us.” 

 

 Frustrated: (adjective) discouraged. “My broken arm frustrated me.” 

 

 Selfish: (adjective) self-centered, greedy. “We are not selfish.” 

 

 Specialty: (noun) something a person is known for doing very well. “Education is my 

specialty.” 

 

 Tense: (adjective) anxious. “The exam made us tense.” 

 

 Energetic: (adjective) active. “He was energetic and healthy.” 

 

 Sickly: (adjective) in poor health. “She was a thin, sickly child.” 

 

 Cranky: (verb) irritable, bad-tempered. “He was cranky when he woke up early.” 

 

 Cowering: (verb) crouching down in fear. “He was cowering under the table.” 

 

 Acquaintance: (noun) someone you know slightly. “I hope one day my acquaintance will 

become my friend.” 

 

 Complementary: (adjective) paired, matching. “Peanut butter and Jelly are complementary 

foods.” 

 

 Cautiously: (adverb) carefully, with care. “They cautiously put the baby in the car.” 

 

 Scrounging: (verb) search for or obtain by searching. “They were scrounging for something 

to eat.”  

 

 Jumble: (noun) an untidy collection or pile of things. "The books were in a chaotic jumble." 

 

 Logical: (adjective) rational, reasonable. “We love our logical thinking class.” 

 

 Trustworthy: (adjective) dependable, reliable. “He proved he is trustworthy.” 



 

 Scornfully: (adverb) disrespectfully. “The child scornfully told his mother he wanted to 

leave.” 

 

 Phases: (noun) stages. “The moon has different phases.” 

 

 Astronomer: (noun) a person who studies the stars and planets. “The astronomer gazed at 

the stars.” 

 

 Series: (noun) a number of events, objects, or people of a similar or related kind coming one 

after another. “A new book was added to the Harry Potter series.” 

 

 Rotates: (verb) turns, revolves, spins. “The earth rotates around the sun.” 

 

 Specific: (adjective) exact, precise. “He used a specific tool to measure his height.” 

 

 Telescope: (noun) an instrument used to make objects from afar seem closer and larger. “I 

used a telescope to see the stars at night.” 

 

 Sliver: (adjective) thin piece, slice. “I ate a sliver of cake.” 

 

 Crescent: (adjective) curve shape. “I like to see the crescent moon.” 

 

 Decade: (noun) 10 years, time period. “In a decade I will be 18!” 

 

 Directing: (verb) show the way, guiding. “The teacher was directing us to a safe area.” 

 

 Gleaming: (adjective) shiny, glowing. “The gleaming gold was a treasure.” 

 

 Scouted: (verb) searcher, looked around. “The campers scouted the area for bears.” 

 

 Squirmed: (verb) wriggled, twisted, turned. “The child squirmed off his mother’s lap.” 

 

 Tinkering: (verb) playing with, puttering, fixing. “My grandfather is always tinkering with 

clocks.” 

 

 Kangaroo: (noun) a leaping mammal/marsupial of Australia. “The kangaroo has a long 

powerful tail.” 

 

 Gigantic: (adjective) enormous, extremely large. “The elephant is gigantic.” 

 


