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Semester 3 Exam Review Answer Key 
English, Grade 6, Semester 3 

 

 

 

Part 1: Read the passage carefully and complete the activities that follow:  

Nelson Mandela’s Fight for Freedom 

Nelson Mandela is a prominent name in African history. He is well known because 

he spent his life fighting for freedom. Throughout history, black people in South 

Africa did not have the same rights as white people. The country was divided, and 

laws told black people where they could live and work. 

Protest and Punishment 

Mandela believed the laws were unfair. He was thrown out of college for speaking 

out against the laws. In 1944, Mandela helped to start the African National 

Congress Youth League. This group organized strikes and protests against the 

government. Mandela was arrested and spent 27 years in jail, but he never lost 

hope. 

Freedom at Last 

Mandela was finally released in 1990. He forgave the government and worked 

hard to help black and white people learn to live together in peace. His 

perseverance paid off. Mandela received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993. In 1994, 

black people voted for the first time and helped to elect Mandela as President of 

the Republic of South Africa. Mandela worked toward “a democratic and free 

society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal 

opportunities.” 
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1. What is the genre of the text? Explain: The genre is a biography since it tells all 

about the life of Nelson Mandela and gives specific dates of real events in his 

life. 

2. Circle the clues that tell why Nelson Mandela is a prominent name in African 

history. 

  What does prominent mean? Prominent means Well-known 

3. Draw a box around the reasons why Mandela spoke out against certain laws. 

 What happened as a result of his protest? Mandela was arrested. 

4.  Circle the clues that help to explain the meaning of the word perseverance. 

 What does perseverance mean? Perseverance means determination. 

5.  Underline two events in the passage that were results of Mandela’s efforts. 

 

6.  How did Mandela affect the world he lived in?  Mandela helped changed the 

destiny of people who were treated unfairly. Text evidence: Mandela worked 

toward “a democratic and free society in which all persons live together in 

harmony and with equal opportunities.” (answers will vary) 

 

Part 2: Use the information from the passage to complete the timeline of 

Madela’s life: 

Born Thrown 

out of 

college for 

speaking 

out against 

the laws 

Helped 

start the 

African 

National 

Congress 

Youth 

League 

Spent 27 

years in 

Jail 

Released 

from jail 

Mandela 

received 

the 

Nobel 

Peace 

Prize 

Elected 

for 

President 

of South 

African 

republic 

-- -- 1944 1963 1990 1993 1994 
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Part 3: Idioms: Explain the meanings of the idioms in bold in each passage: 

(answers will vary) 

1. He's been chasing his tail all week collecting data but the report is still not 

ready. Working hard with no results. 

  

2. Now that we have completed all the legal formalities, let's get the show on 

the road. Get serious and start the real work. 

 

3. She really didn't enjoy going out with me. She called me a cold fish. Boring 

and undesirable. 

 

4. After he was cut by the team, he turned over a new leaf and started working 

out. Became a different person, made an adjustment/change. 

 

Part 4: Write a letter to a friend describing Mandela. Make sure to include your 

opinion of him (your point of view). Use vocabulary words, spelling words and 

literary elements to make your writing richer. 

(Answers will vary) 

Dear (Friend’s name), 

How are you? I’m writing you this letter to tell you about a prominent person 

I found really interesting and enlightening. His name is Nelson Mandela. Have you 

ever heard about him? He was a rebel. He didn’t agree to those who treated 

people differently because of their skin color. He spoke out to authorities and 

made strike against the laws in protest. He was even arrested. But that didn’t stop 

him. It only made him stronger. Can you believe that after he got out of jail he 

forgave the government and they worked together to help black and white people 

learn to live together in peace? According to the passage we read in class 

“Mandela received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993. In 1994, black people voted for 

the first time and helped to elect Mandela as President of the Republic of South 
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Africa.” He even worked toward “a democratic and free society in which all 

persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities.” I really think he is 

an amazing person and I wish I could meet him someday. Do you know anyone like 

him? Please write back and tell me about the prominent people you are learning 

about. 

 

Sincerely, 

  (your name) 

Semester 3 exam review answer key                      Grammar 

Part 1: Complete the following table: 

Base form Past form Past participle  

Shake shook shaken 

meet met met 

teach taught Taught 

Part 2: Linking verbs: Underline the linking verbs in each sentence. Do not include 

helping verbs or action verbs: 

1. Those loud, annoying birds are wild monk parakeets. 

 

2. My grandmother is a great cook. 

 

3. Cigarettes are very bad for your health. 

 

4. That movie looks good. We should go see it. 

 

5. These jeans feel too tight. They must belong to my little sister. 
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6. The waves crashed on the shore where they felt cool on my hot feet. 

 

7. Those monsters seem scary, but they won't hurt anyone. 

 

8. Medieval swords were sharp, so people in the past used wooden ones for 

practice. 

 

9. Romeo and Juliet is my father's favorite play; he has seen it six times. 

 

10. Kelly’s car was blue until she damaged it and had it repainted. 

 

Part 3: Homographs: Underline each homograph. Explain the meaning of the 

homograph in the context used in the following sentences: 

 

1. The wind blew all my papers off my desk. What a mess!  

Air/breeze/current of air 

 

2. It is just if you are here and able to breathe. That means you have a chance to 

be alive. 

fair 

 

3. The spoke on his bike fell off earlier and he tried to fix them before getting 

home. 

Part of the bicycle’s wheel 
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Part 4: Proofreading: Find and correct 5 mistakes in the following passage: 

The wind shaked the branches of the tree. I ridden my bicycle around the 

mountain and one of the spokes on my bike broken. A kind man helped me fix it. I 

gave him some change and said, “Thank you. Im much obliged!” The next day, Ill 

begin my journey again. 

shook, rode  ,broke,  I’m,  I’ll 

 


