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Grade: Entrance to Eighth         Time Allotted: 100 min. 

 

Subject: English Entrance Exam Review                    Date: 2016/2017  

  

Assessment Prerequisites 

 Noun and pronoun reference in a passage 

 Critical thinking 

 Sequence of events (before and after) 

 Vocabulary: scribble, remodel, tense, deliberately, intelligence, beyond, figures, indefinite, victory, impulsively, 
steadily, bursting, encouragement, source, relaxation, staring, communicate, twisted, express... et al. 

 Literary elements: Adages/proverbs, idioms, metaphors, similes, and hyperboles. 

 Writing: Outline an essay and write a well-organized 200-250 word essay according to the topic. 

 

Helen Keller’s My Life 

Helen Keller was born in Alabama in 1880. When she was less than 2 years old, she 

became very ill. Helen’s illness had left her both deaf and blind. Her mother discovered this 

when Helen didn’t respond to people around her. By age six, Helen was acting like a wild 

animal. She threw tantrums. She charged into people, screaming nonstop. She tore things up. 

She ate with her hands and took food from everyone’s plate. Even though Helen was difficult 

and headstrong, it was clear that she was bright and willfull. She used her other senses to 

identify people and things. When Helen was 7, her parents hired a teacher for her. The teacher, 

Annie Sullivan, who had poor eyesight herself, may have understood Helen better than others. 

From the beginning, Annie recognized Helen’s intelligence. She was able to bring Helen out of 

her dark, silent world by teaching her sign language. Helen would feel each sign with her 

fingers to determine the meaning. Helen Keller would go on to be a writer, lecturer and activist. 

Below is a passage from Chapter XI of her autobiography, 

 

My Life, published in 1903. 

From the beginning of my education Miss Sullivan made it a practice to speak to me as she 
would speak to any hearing child; the only difference was that she spelled the sentences into 
my hand instead of speaking them. If I did not know the words and idioms necessary to 
express my thoughts she supplied them, even suggesting conversation when I was unable to 
keep up my end of the dialogue. This process was continued for several years; for the deaf 
child does not learn in a month, or even in two or three years, the numberless idioms and 
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expressions used in the simplest daily communication. The little hearing child learns these 
from constant repetition and imitation. The conversation he hears in his home stimulates his 
mind and suggests topics and calls forth the spontaneous expression of his own thoughts.  
 

This natural exchange of ideas is denied to the deaf child. My teacher, realizing this, 
determined to supply the kinds of stimulus I lacked. This she did by repeating to me as far as 
possible, verbatim, what she heard, and by showing me how I could take part in the 
conversation. But it was a long time before I ventured to take the initiative, and still longer 
before I could find something appropriate to say at the right time. The deaf and the blind find 
it very difficult to acquire the amenities of conversation. How much more this difficulty must 
be augmented in the case of those who are both deaf and blind! They cannot distinguish the 
tone of the voice or, without assistance, go up and down the scale of tones that give 
significance to words; nor can they watch the expression of the speaker’s face, and a look is 
often the very soul of what one says. 
 
I. What nouns do the underlined pronouns in the reading selection stand for? (1.5 

marks) 
 

1. She (paragraph 1)  __________ 
2. Her (paragraph 1) __________ 
3. He (paragraph 2)  __________ 

 
 
II. Answer the following questions about the reading selection.  
           (4.5 marks at 1.5 marks each) 
 
 
 

1. What is meant by Annie Sullivan "may have understood Helen better than others?" 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

2. What does Annie brought “Helen out of her dark, silent world” mean? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

3. Why is it easier for a hearing child to learn to converse than a blind and deaf child? 
List three examples from the text to support your answer. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
III. Skim the reading selection, then fill out the following chart to describe Helen's 

character before and after meeting Annie Sullivan. (2 marks) 
 

 
Before 

 
After 

  

 
 
 

IV. Match each word on the left with its meaning on the right. (2 marks) 
 

1. tantrums     a.  gave 

2. headstrong     b. deficient 

3. supplied     c. yelling/crying nonstop 

4. lacked      d.  tell the difference 

5. distinguish     e. determined  
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V. "A look is often the very soul of what one says.” (2 marks) 

1. What type of an expression is the underlined one above? _______________________  

 

2. Explain it’s meaning in your own words:         

 

_____________________________________________________________________    

 

Writing Part (8 marks) 

 Describe a person you know who has changed your life by encouraging you. In a 200-

250 word essay, show how this important person helped you build your self-confidence.  

Your Writing will be assessed according to the following criteria: 

2 marks for the outline  

4 marks for content (ideas, vocabulary, originality, …) 

2 marks for form (sentence structure, organization, … ) 

 

Best wishes! 

Outline: 
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Developed Essay: 

 

Title:__________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


