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Read the article “Helping Each Other” before answering Numbers 1 

through 10. 

Helping Each Other 

Long ago, many people lived on farms. Sometimes farmers would need a new barn. So they 

asked their neighbors to come help build it. The event was known as a barn raising. People 

from all around traveled to a barn raising. Many times, the whole family got to go.  

Everyone worked together to build a barn. It was a huge mountain to climb. Back then 

there were no machines to do the heavy jobs. People used hand tools, like saws, hammers, 

and shovels, to get the job done. Those who could not help build the barn had other jobs. 

Some people might watch the children while others would cook all the food. The farm was a 

beehive of activity.  

There were many reasons why neighbors helped at a barn raising. First, people wanted to 

help those in need. If they could lend a hand, they would. Their help was a gift to their 

neighbor. Also, building a barn was hard work. The job was easier when more people joined 

together. Farmers would go the extra mile to get the job done and the barn would be finished 

more quickly. Finally, the neighbors knew that they might need a new barn someday. If they 

helped a farmer build a barn, that farmer could be counted on to help at their barn raising. In 

other words, the farmer would return the favor. 

A barn raising was not all work, though. Everyone had fun. Most of the time, farm life was 

lonely because the farms were far apart. A family could go months without seeing another 

person. Building a barn brought lots of families together. It gave them a chance to visit. Old 

friends got to talk with each other. They would catch up on the events that had taken place in 

their lives. People also met new friends. Young children ran and played together. Of course, 

everyone looked forward to the barn being completed. They often celebrated by throwing a 

big party. On the last night, everyone ate good food and laughed. They also played music and 

games. 

Over time, some people left their farms. They wanted to live closer together, so they began 

moving into small towns. The people did not forget why they went to a barn raising, though. 

Small town neighbors worked together to make buildings that everyone could use. That is how 

a town got a schoolhouse or a courthouse built. Being a good neighbor in a small town made a 

big difference. It helped small towns blossom. 

 

 



Now answer Numbers 1 through 10. Base your answers on “Helping Each Other.” 

1. The author explains what a barn raising is so that the reader understands: 

a. where a barn needs to be built. 

b. what farmers’ families were like. 

c. why neighbors’ help was needed. 

d. what life on farms was like long ago. 

 

2. Read this sentence from the article.  

The farm was a beehive of activity.  

What does the sentence mean? 

a. The farm had beehives. 

b. There was not much activity on the farm. 

c. Not everyone on the farm worked on a job. 

d. People on the farm were very busy at their jobs. 

 

3.  Read these sentences from the article.  

Being a good neighbor in a small town made a big difference. It helped small towns blossom. 
What does it helped small towns blossom mean?  

a. It helped town's plant flowers. 

b. It helped town's plant gardens. 

c. It helped towns grow into strong communities. 

d. It helped towns build barns to throw parties for neighbors. 

 

4. How does the author explain the difficulty in building a barn? 

a. by listing the tools that were used. 

b. by comparing barn building to cooking. 

c. by listing the steps and roles in the process. 

d. by describing the job responsibilities of a farmer. 



5. The author tells the reader that farm life was lonely to explain why people: 

 a. lived far apart. 

b. built schoolhouses. 

c. moved to the city. 

d. went to a barn raising. 

 

6. Read these sentences from the article.  

If they could lend a hand, they would. Their help was a gift to their neighbor.  

What does their help was a gift mean? 

a. The neighbors were talented. 

b. The neighbors gave them money. 

c. The neighbors watched them work. 

d. The neighbors offered their help for free. 

 

7. The author organizes the last paragraph by: 

 a. comparing different types of tools. 

b. describing different types of barns. 

c. explaining problems involved with building a barn. 

d. explaining reasons neighbors came to a barn raising. 

 

8. At the end of the article, the author writes about small town life to: 

 a. compare barns with schoolhouses. 

b. list the steps in building a courthouse. 

c. explain that people liked farm life better. 

d. show how farm traditions made it into small towns. 

 

9. Which word from the article is a compound word? 

a. building.               b. courthouse.                c. farmer.                 d. together. 



Read the article “Stopping Traffic” before answering Numbers 1 through 

11.                 

                                                              Stopping Traffic  

                     Garrett Morgan was born in 1877 in Paris, Kentucky. His parents were 

former slaves. He grew up on a farm. Morgan knew that farm life was not for him. He 

left the farm when he was a teenager to seek better opportunities. 

                      In 1895, Morgan moved to Cleveland, Ohio. He found a job fixing sewing 

machines. He loved working with the machines. He found new ways to make the 

machines better and the news of his skills traveled fast. 

                     In 1907, Morgan opened his own sewing equipment and repair shop. 

Soon his business shot up. It was time to expand. In 1909, he opened his own 

tailoring shop. It sold coats, suits and dresses. Everything was sewn with the 

machines he had made himself. As the years went by, Morgan’s success and respect 

grew. He became a top dog in the city of Cleveland. 

                     Morgan’s mind was a whirlwind. He was always thinking about what he 

could do next. He invented many things. In 1912, he invented a gas mask. He called it 

a safety hood. It allowed people to breathe in clean air when there was a lot of 

smoke. He thought it would help firefighters do their job. 

                    In 1916, Morgan used his invention. There was an explosion that trapped 

workers building a tunnel underground. There was a lot of smoke. Morgan and a 

team of volunteers used his gas masks to help save some of them. Morgan later 

received requests from fire departments that wanted to purchase the gas masks. His 

gas mask was later updated for use by the U.S. army. The U.S. soldiers used them 

during the First World War Morgan won a gold medal for his invention of the gas 

mask. 

                   During this time, the streets of Cleveland were a circus. It was common for 

bicycles, horse-pulled wagons, and cars to share the same streets. There were some 

traffic signals on the streets. But they only had two signals: stop and go. This was not 

the only problem. Someone had to change the signal from stop to go by hand. If the 

person forgot to change the signal, there were accidents. Wrecks were common. 

Also, there was no time between stop and go. That caused a lot of accidents too. 

                  One day Morgan saw a bad accident. An automobile hit a horse and 

carriage. As a result, he decided that he would make the streets as safe as he could. 

He came up with a new type of traffic signal. Morgan’s invention was a T-shaped 



pole. It had three signals. The first signal was stop. The second signal was go. The 

third signal stopped traffic all ways. It made all the cars, carts, and horses stop for a 

few seconds. Then it changed to go for some of the traffic. That made it safer for 

drivers. It also allowed people to cross busy streets safely. He received a patent for 

the signal in 1923. 

                 The amount of traffic we have now is greater than it was in Morgan’s time. 

However, we can still see his type of signal making the streets safe. He would 

probably be proud of his invention if he saw how it worked today. 

 

Now answer Numbers 1 through 11. Base your answers on “Stopping Traffic.” 

1. The author shows that Morgan’s ability to fix sewing machines led him to:  

a. Open a repair shop.  

b. Invent the gas mask.  

c. Invent the traffic signal.  

d. Move to Cleveland, Ohio. 

 

2. How does the author connect Morgan’s inventions of the gas mask and T-     

shaped pole? 

a. By comparing the two inventions.  

b. By describing the effect each invention had.  

c. By listing the common steps in the creation of each invention.  

d. By explaining the problems Morgan had with each invention. 

 

3. Read these sentences from the article.  

     Soon his business shot up. It was time to expand. 

What does his business shot up mean?  

a. His business was having a sale. 

b. His business was making money. 

c. His business was spending money. 

d. His business was not doing well. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Read these sentences from the article.  

As the years went by, Morgan’s success and respect grew. He became a top dog 

in the city of Cleveland. 

The phrase he became a top dog means that Morgan was:  

a. a gifted person.  

b. a helpful person.  

c. a careful person.  

d. an important person. 

 

5. The author introduces Morgan’s inventions: 

a. By comparing them to existing products.  

b. By describing in detail what they look like.  

c. By listing the inventions in sequential order.  

d. By naming awards Morgan won for his inventions. 

 

6.  Read these sentences from the article.  

Morgan’s mind was a whirlwind. He was always thinking about what he could 

do next. 

What does mind was a whirlwind mean?  

a. He made a quick motion.  

b. He had many ideas for inventions.  

c. He read many stories at once.  

d. He was always moving something. 

 

7. How does the author organize the second paragraph on page 43?  

a. By comparing Morgan’s traffic signal to today’s traffic. 

b. By describing the different types of transportation. 

c. By listing the steps to build Morgan’s traffic signal. 

d. By explaining the effects of Morgan’s traffic signal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Read these sentences from the article.  

 During this time, the streets of Cleveland were a circus. 

     It was common for bicycles, horse-pulled wagons, and cars to share the same 

streets. 

What does the streets of Cleveland were a circus mean?  

a. The streets were busy.  

b. Many animals traveled the streets. 

c. The streets were closed for a circus.  

d. Many people were told to use sidewalks. 

 

9. The author tells the reader that Morgan opened up his own repair shop to: a. 

Compare his shop with other repair shops. 

b. List the steps it takes to open a repair shop. 

c. Show how expensive it was to open a repair shop in Cleveland. 

d. Explain that it helped Morgan become a successful man in Cleveland. 

 

10. Read this sentence from the article.  

There was an explosion that trapped workers building a tunnel underground.  

Based on the words under and ground, what is the meaning of the compound 

word underground?  

a. A piece of ground. 

b. The ground at your feet.  

c. Below the surface of the ground.  

d. On top of the ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11.  Think about how barn raisings helped small towns. Then think about how 

Morgan’s traffic signal improved towns and cities. Use text evidence to explain 

how barn raisings and Morgan’s traffic signal both helped to develop towns 

and cities. 
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